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Coon Adoptions

162 kitties found loving homes
since our May newsletter!

Greetings from The Director: wanted to give you an

overview of 2011 to date. First, we've found homes for 235 cats so far, and
we're very happy about that. 80 of those adoptions occurred in one
weekend in June, when Maddie’s Fund held their second annual Adoptathon.
We've also launched a feral frap, neuter, return program in East Oakland and
have trapped & neutered 25 cats so far. None of this would be possible
without your help since adoptions fees covered only 22.5% of kitty expenses
last year. The kitties thank you for your continued support, and wish you
happy holidays. >>> Flaine Lyford-Nojima

Ask Mr. Fergus: be proactive about vet care

Dear Readers,

There's a moral fo this story, folks, so bear with me. About a year ago, |
started losing weight inexplicably. Nothing else seemed wrong - | still ate
well and continued to set world records in Da Bird catching events. Mom
and Dad took me to two different vets who ran a bunch of tests - thyroid,
diabetes, kidney, you name it - but found nothing wrong. | even had
acupuncture. But you know what | didn't have, even after all those vet visits? A diagnosis.

Then, entfer vet # 3 who kept at it until she got a diagnosis. OK, so it wasn't a good one - it's
lymphoma - but here's the moral: you can't freat something until you know what itis. So, keep
pushing; be proactive. If the vet you're seeing can't give you a diagnosis or isn't continuing to
work toward a diagnosis, consider a new vet.

You can't freat something until you know Maybe you're thinking - well, duh - and, if so, good for
what it is, and “it’s not x” is not a diagnosis.  You! But Auntie Elaine (that's MCA Director Elaine)
tells me she gets frequent calls from people who are
looking for help with sick cats. She always asks them what the diagnosis is, and many fimes they
don't have one, so maybe this is more common than we might think.

Being an intellectual type (ahem), I've put some thought into why that
might be, and | think there are a number of factors. (1) We kitfies don't
exactly make it easy for you. We are hard-wired by our wild past to hide
signs of illness because that made us easy prey, so our motto became
"never let 'em see you sweat." (2) And, yeah, okay, we don't always
make it very pleasant for you to take us to the vet - the "aaauughh -

noft the torture chamber" (a/k/a pet carrier) routine, and acting all
pathetic or bitey once we're in the exam room.

w300, U furst, i insist

(3) I know my own mom and dad felt relieved every time the next serious
disease was ruled out, and when in that frame of mind didn't always remain
crystal clear that "it's not x" is not a diagnosis. (4) Then there's the tendency
fo think, "well, they're the experts" and to accept what the vet says without
pushing too much.

Keep pushing until you have a diagnosis.
(5) Of course, money also can be an issue, but many vets are wiling to work
with pet parents on bills. Ask your vet about payment plans and about
Care Credit or visit www.carecredit.com. Health insurance coverage

is available for pets. Like human health insurance, different companies offer
various levels of coverage that have a wide range of deductibles and
premiums. Your vet should be able to give you more specific information on pet insurance.

(Just so you know, I'm now on chemotherapy, have put on a lot of weight and am feeling better,
so I've bought myself some fime.) Have to find Mom now and get a kitty treat after all that
heavy thinking. Mom!

MaineCoonAdoptions.com / PreventingEuthanasiaThroughRescue.com

/N

1
Yes, | want to help the kitties! Please make checks payable to PET
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A :
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Maine Coon Adoptions is the adoption division of
Preventing Euthanasia Through Rescue (PET Rescue)
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PET Rescue is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, tax
ID No. 27-0225418.
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D Dedicated to Ridge Eagan, in
loving memory for all the
generosity, love and kindness he
showed to the kitties of MCA.

Maine Coon Adoptions, a division of

Maine Coon Adoptions, the adoption division of Preventing Euthanasia Through Rescue [PET Rescue]

Order your 2012 Calendar!

Last year's MCA calendar went like hotcakes.
What's not to love about cute, cuddly kitties,
especially cute, cuddly MCA kitties? Check the
homepage (www.mainecoonadoptions.com)
forinfo on how to order.

The 3 photos here will give you a
sneak peek at the dozens that will
be in the calendar.

We can ship to multiple addresses,
so order gifts for your friends, too.

$15.00 per calendar
$5.00 shipping for each address
or pick-up in Oakland

(If you didn't see last year's calendar, a sample can be downloaded from
the MCA website at http://www.mainecoonadoptions.com/calendar.html.)

New! Now there are no fees for credit card donations

ﬂ- MCA can now accept donations via credit card through
GiveDirect with no processing fees taken out of your
B vsa o= donation. GiveDirect is a secure, encrypted web server that
serves charities.

With other credit card processing systems, charities are charged a transaction fee fo
cover the credit card company processing charges and bank costs. With GiveDirect,
those costs are underwritten by Local Independent Charities of America, which means no
charges are deducted from your gifts, with the exception of American Express, which will
deduct a 2.85% fee from the donation.

To make a donation, just go to the Home Page (www.mainecoonadoptions.com) and
click on the GiveDirect button. You don't have to set up an account with GiveDirect - just
click and use. It's easy as pie, and the kitties will love you for if.

It'll be so much easier to relax once we know MCA can save kitties who haven't
been as lucky as we've been.

P.S. You can also purchase the 2012 MCA calendars using GiveDirect.
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